INTERVIEW WITH NEW PUBLICATION GOOD NEWS
Artist Sara Eyestone and her husband, David Molin, discovered San Antonio eight years ago at the invitation of her patron, Mary Sue Koontz-Nelson. “It was love at first sight  with this amazing city and the Texans who live here” the artist is quoted as saying.
During their first visit they extended their stay and spent six weeks downtown in a borrowed condominium, on a quiet bend of the River Walk. During that time Sara Eyestone created  PASSION on commission for another local patron of the arts, Ann Griffith Ash.  As an artist, she immediately realized the effect that the inspiration of this colorful city had on her big, bold and beautiful oil paintings.   Six months later the couple said good bye to their life on the Jersey shore and became Texans!

When asked why they moved to San Antonio when they could go anywhere, Sara Eyestone said that there is something to be said for moving to a place where the local attitude is “what took you so long to get here?”  
 Sara Eyestone’s work is in demand.  She is known for her elegant paintings of bouquets and  sensitive portraits that she paints on commission for collectors from all over the world. Her originals have been  reproduced by her publishers on international art posters and calendars for over twenty five years, and hundreds of museum shops world-wide carry her Caspari note cards. Sara Eyestone is independent, intelligent, inspired, and accomplished, and her contributions as an American artist are impressive. 
She created the official commemorative plate for The Statue of Liberty Foundation;  her  portraits of Governor Christie Whitman and Senator Bill Bradley are at the Women’s Museum in Washington;  Eyestone painted a collection of  blossoms from The Rose Garden at The White House; she designed the national fundraising poster for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation; and at the request of the San Antonio Botanical Gardens, Sara Eyestone made HIBISCUS KISS the centennial Viva Botanica poster. 
Since moving to Texas, the Eyestone “trademark” Chinese porcelain vases in her floral compositions have made way for Talavera pottery as well.  Her subjects have grown to include portraits of ranch animals, Charros, Madonnas, and her most current series, San Antonio altars.  “Has anyone ever told you that if you adore angels, they kiss you with miracles?”

The artist’s  oil paintings of huge square SAN ANTONIO ROSES now grace the lobbies of the new St Luke’s Baptist Women’s Hospital.  Her incredible single iris painting titled AMETHIST was commissioned by The University of Texas Health Science Center, in celebration of their first 25 years in San Antonio, and her newest invitation for a local charity gala is a sophisticated poinsettia painting that will inspire the decorations at the annual Hospice Poinsettia Ball this November.
Regardless of the subject, unusual combinations of glorious color remains the essence of Sara Eyestone’s work.  “I paint in my private studio on the west side of San Antonio which I describe as a fifteen minute bicycle ride to Mexico.  Church bells chime, roosters crow, graffiti is an art form, and everyone’s Spanish is better than mine!
Last winter, for the second time, I had the pleasure of judging the student artwork for the program cover at Fiesta’s Battle of the Bands.  It is a task I welcome as it gives me such pleasure to see the abundance of young  talent in our community.  Recently some of the students joined me at my studio, and I recorded our conversation.  Let me share a bit of it with you.”
WHEN DID YOU KNOW YOU WERE AN ARTIST?

“I was born artistic and encouraged by my parents to follow my interests.  However the idea of studying art in college was out of the question.  My father was a rocket scientist and convinced me that art was the part of me that  I could do all of my life, once I was married.  So I eloped.  Forty years ago, in 1963, I wrote “artist” in the occupation- blank of my driver’s license, and I have lived my life from a creative point of view ever since.

WHAT WAS YOUR DAD’S REACTION?  “He told me that I never cease to amaze him, and I chose to take that as a compliment.”
WHAT IS THE SECRET TO YOUR SUCCESS?  “I am focused; I try to stay organized;  I am persistent; and mostly I continue to work very hard at developing my God-given talent.  Who do you know in any profession who is successful who doesn’t work hard?”
DO YOU TEACH?  “I demonstrate what I do when I give talks, and I share ideas like how I mix that phenomenal shade of coral, using Indian Yellow and Permanent Rose, but I do not teach.  Every artist with formal training could teach me.  I do, however, give workshops for artists of all levels of expertise called “A Creative Approach to the Business of Art” followed by one called “Success”.  My next workshop will be in Texas down in Rockport at the Center for the Arts August 7,2004.  Tell your friends and come!”

IF YOU COULD DO IT ALL OVER, WOULD YOU?  “Yes”. 
FINISH THIS SENTENCE:  IN MY NEXT LIFE…“In my next life I want to come back as a female Mexican painter, devotedly Catholic, and fluent in Spanish!...My friend Armando Sanchez thinks I must have been Mexican in a past life because of the way I use Red!  He flatters me.”
WHAT OTHER GREAT COMPLIMENTS COME TO YOUR MIND?  “My son Peter recently told me that he and his wife planned to raise their little girl just like we raised Peter, completely in touch with the fact that every child is a gift from God.” 

